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Traffic Calming Measures Are Needed 
by Councilman Michael Vernotico
Speeding and traffic control are significant issues.  Traffic Calming, the installation of physical measures to slow traffic, have been effectively used in Europe for decades and we need to implement these techniques now.  This year at my suggestion we have identified funds for such measures.  We have budgeted a multi-year sidewalk program.  However, walking to school has decreased from 50% ten years ago to 15% today.  Some of this money is better spent elsewhere.

As Chairman of the Safety Committee, we will seek grant monies for additional enforcement, but physical enhancements are also needed.   There are a number of measures we should explore: (1) Speed cushions – the newest technique in speed humps.  They allow emergency vehicles to pass through without slowing and are more affordable. (2) Speed sensitive signals that activate a red light ahead for speeders. (3) Active Speed Monitors which can be installed on street signs and display “SLOW NOW” to speeders. (4) In pavement crosswalk flashing lights.  (5) Raised crosswalks. (6) Narrowing street widths with edge marking paint, particularly successful on streets without side walks.  (7) Narrowing the radii at intersections to slow vehicles on turns. (8) Introduction of small landscaped neighborhood traffic circles. (9) Better signage at intersections.  We should add a small “Stop” sign  to right turn on red signs and we should also install pedestrian signs with the same “Stop” sign and “Look before Crossing.
We have begun to develop with the Police and Engineering Departments a “Traffic Calming Plan” that we can start implementing immediately.

