The Sunshine Law………Councilman Mike Vernotico, Independent Candidate for Mayor
Our state has a strict law, “The Open Public Meetings Act,” commonly referred to as the Sunshine Law.  Why?  Because New Jersey is the most politically corrupt state in the Union.   The intent of the law is simple.   The business of the people can only be conducted  in public for  all to see.   Transparency is the enemy of corruption.   In my view, any elected official that seeks to skirt the law in any manner, shape or form is violating the public trust.  There are issues that may be discussed in Closed Session, but that scope is limited.  Councils that create way to discuss things in Closed Session are violating the public trust.  Moreover, once any item discussed in Closed Session is no longer confidential,  under the law, it must be made public.   
The issue that has troubled our citizens is not the way in which to solve parking problems, but the manner in which it transpired.   It was clear to me, the Mayor and Councilman Murphy that there must have been violations of the Sunshine Law in order for an Ordinance to appear on the evening of a Council Meeting that had never been vetted by the appropriate Committee.  This is the third time this year this scenario unfolded.   The Resolution to censure me for exposing this Council’s violation of the Sunshine Law, as confirmed  by our City Attorney did not appear until is the moment it was introduced at the Meeting.   The Resolution asking Councilman Getzendanner to resign for his numerous attempts to commit fraud again did not appear until the moment it was introduced at the Meeting.  Five council members read prepared statements.   Unless the five had discussed this privately, how could they possibly have had prepared statements?  Moreover, on all these occasions, the failure to post these three items on the Agenda denied the public the right to review and comment.
A citizen made an OPRA request for the events surrounding the paid parking issue.  He received 440 pages which is unto itself damning because that alone indicates numerous communications outside the public venue.  Two emails are particularly troublesome.  One shows that Councilwoman Portuondo tried to set up a meeting to discuss the ordinance outside of the established committee structure.   She actually said, “I have the five votes.”   She was correct, but how could she possibly know she had the five votes unless she had discussed this with the four others outside the public venue.  Then, there is an email from Getzendanner to Bomgaars, Dickson and Madden in which he says, “I’m willing to relent (he has voted against every capital bond issue related to parking including emergency repairs)…” and he goes on to list the conditions under which he will support the ordinance.  This is a blatant violation of the law.
There is no question that the intent, and in my opinion the letter, of the Sunshine Law has been violated.  On Tuesday night, rather than admit mistakes had been made, we were exposed to a temper tantrum and endless rationalizations and distortion of facts.   There is a never a right time to do the wrong thing.  My view is simple, you cannot have any discussions, even one on one to avoid “a quorum”, if the intent of those discussions is to conduct the public’s business outside the public domain.  Transparency is the only way to preserve the Public Trust.
