Summit’s Community Center………..Mike Vernotico, Independent Candidate for Mayor
When I was first elected to Council six years ago, I was disturbed to learn several facts.  We were spending some $75,000 a year on a youth services program and a total of $2,500 on programming for our seniors.  The youth services program was housed in what was called the Johnson Center at 2 Walnut Street and producing very questionable results.  Meanwhile our senior population was being ignored.   Seniors today are much more active and leading longer lives.  For many, this means stretching out retirement funds for much longer than ever imagined.
I suggested to Council that we needed to reorient this funding and consolidate both activities at our Community Center.  The Center, built in 1954, needs remodeling; many of the systems are original to 1954 and extremely energy inefficient.   I suggested that we then sell 2 Walnut Street to help fund the remodeling and/or expansion of the Community Center to house both youth and seniors.  The concept works because the two groups would occupy the facility at different times.  I also suggested that we explore declaring 2 Walnut Street as “an area in need of redevelopment.”  This is important for three reasons.  First, it allows a community to negotiate with prospective purchasers to ensure an acceptable use.  Secondly, and more importantly, the city would collect 90% of the property taxes and Union County would get 10% instead of their 24%, a boon to our revenues.  Thirdly, it would establish a new ratable for us, a new revenue source to help in the ongoing property tax battle.   
A dedicated group of volunteers studied the concept and looked for alternative locations to house the youth services program.  While no “ideal” location could be found, we, as a community, ultimately agreed that relocating to an expanded/remodeled Community Center made the most sense.   Council agreed with the concept as well as taking the initiative to declare 2 Walnut Street as an area in need of rehabilitation.  We have engaged Summit architects, the Rosen Group to take the first step.  I am the liaison to the Department of Community Programs.   Judith Josephs and her staff are now leading the effort and thus far have had three public meetings seeking your input.  The fourth meeting is scheduled for Sunday, October 23rd, 6 to 8 pm at the Community Center.  I urge you to come and be a part of this potential meaningful project.  You can also submit comments if you are unable to attend the meeting.
This is a win-win.  A wrong to our Seniors has and will continue to be corrected.  A meaningful youth services has and will continue to be developed, both at less cost to the taxpayer.  Funding for the project will come essentially from grants and the sale of 2 Walnut.   In the end, we will have better programs, a much improved facility and a savings to the taxpayer.   This is the kind of creativity I have and will continue in the future as your Mayor bring to our community.
