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Tax Increases Must be Stemmed 
by Councilman Michael Vernotico
The trend of the last six years of continuing property tax increases must be stemmed.  We forcing people out of our community, particularly our senior population.  They are then replaced with families with school age children further burdening our taxes.  This is a lose – lose situation.  Communities need balance.  We need to be more creative and  energetic in solving these issues.  The old formula of just say “Yes” and then increase taxes cannot continue.   

This spring I proposed three revenue solutions to off-set future tax increases.  The first one deals with facilities.  We have three decaying buildings in town in desperate need of  rehabilitation:  Cornog Field House, The Rec Center and the Johnson Center.  The Johnson Center has value for private re-development.  I proposed increasing the zoning on the site to enhance its value and sell it.  It could bring in millions to renovate the other two buildings for recreation, youth services and senior services.

Secondly I proposed to establish a separate escrow on building permits where the impervious coverage is increased.  These funds would then be used for much needed storm water projects.  
Thirdly, I recommended a Naming and Sponsorship Committee that has been adopted by Council.  Neighboring Communities, such as Chatham, Millburn and Madison raised all the money privately for their turf field projects.   These effort needs to be done tactfully and appropriately.  Knowing this community as I do, people will enjoy participating to make this an even better community.  Together, we can get this done.
