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Summit is Looking for Real Leadership 
by Councilman Michael Vernotico
I  have knocked on doors for the past 3 years to learn and discuss with you the issues you care the most about and to convince you of my commitment to the City I have loved for 50 years.  
Property taxes have risen 50% to 100% in the past six years.  Violations for speeders have almost tripled in the last 6 years.  The illegal crowding is growing so that we are going to hire another Safe Homes Inspector.  The State is facing a $3.5 billion deficit this year and County spending is out our control.  Union County received $500 million in State Education Aid and Summit only got $2.5 million. We get pennies on the dollar back from the County while they use our taxes to buy plush SUV’s for their employees while leading the State in overtime pay, as much as $90,000, which then leads to increased retirement pay.  We don’t need to thank them, we need to eliminate them.
Summit needs bold leadership. Rationalization must be replaced with action.  Energy needs to replace inertia and results need to replace rhetoric.  There are no simple solutions.  It takes vision and determination.  I am not one to “let the other guy do it.”  I don’t get frustrated.  I get results.  And to those of you who say, “But what can you do?” I respond, “All that I can.”
We will control local spending, look to expand joint services, pursue private revenue, introduce traffic calming measures and work to eliminate County Government and unfunded State Mandates.  We will keep Summit #1.  In my first three years on Council, I have started to address your issues.   I can and will do more. 
