Respect Begins With The Public                                      Councilman Mike Vernotico
These past two years have witnessed an ever declining respect for the public and an ever increasing battle of partisan politics.   The recent Debt Ceiling crisis reached a crescendo with everyday Americans worrying about their future while politicians worried about getting their 15 minutes of fame.  Regrettably, these inexcusable actions have worked their way into Summit.   We of course are a representative form of democracy, but there is no reason that we cannot strive to be closer to a pure form of democracy at the local level.   That means trusting the public, not politicians, as a basis for decisions.   This Council clearly trusts itself with a five person partisan contingent that thinks it knows better than you.   They have it backwards.   I put my trust you.   They put their trust in themselves.   
I agree with Mayor Glatt and Councilman Murphy that the Sunshine Laws are being battered by this Council.   As egregious as that is, what is even more egregious is the violation of the public’s right to know and to provide input.   We in Summit should be above petty partisan politics and not even need a Sunshine Law.  We should know better.   An elected official in Summit has an obligation to not only listen, but to solicit public input.   Our residents live busy, complicated lives and when significant issues arise we must go out of our way to invoke the public to participate.    Nothing more clearly indicates the lack of respect, in fact the arrogance of this Council, than this latest parking fiasco.  First, we are given bad information by Parking Services and those pushing their own agenda.  Turns out there are only 5 tickets a day for overtime parking in the Shopper Lots, not 10 as reported to the public.   Then, put aside the issue that the ordinance and supporting data introduced at the June 21st  meeting was withheld from me as Chair, the Mayor and Councilman Murphy.   The more important issue was that it was withheld from the public.  It never appeared on an agenda or in written form prior to the meeting.   The first the public heard of the issue was at the meeting.  That is inexcusable.
The public was then further insulted in both the July 12th and August 2nd meetings with presentations purposely designed to confuse the issue.  Truth often is the first casualty of partisan political arguments.  The greatest insult of all was when repeatedly asked why are you pushing this through, the Council President actually said, “Because I have the 5 votes.”   That is not the first time I heard one of these councilpersons say that, but it is perhaps the most outrageous statement ever made in Council chambers.  That implies that these 5 know better than the 20,000 of you and they don’t care about your opinion.  It is also apparent that if you agree with the Council President, you may speak as long as you like.  If you disagree, you are cut off in mid-sentence.  All opinions must be welcomed.
There should have been a series of discussions on options at Council meetings over an extended period of time and perhaps even a special meeting with ample notice.   What has not received proper attention is the fact that this group tried this very same thing last year and failed and that is why it may cost you the taxpayer $15 to $20,000 or more in refunded tickets, lost revenue and staff time.   Once again, without any advance notice in the middle of holiday season in December, this same council proposed this archaic gated system at $800,000 and a $12 million parking garage all at taxpayer expense based on yet another wasted $50,000 parking study.  Their own consultant publicly stated a garage would cost three times as much to build as revenues it would produce.  And yet the majority of this Council voted to proceed and was only stopped by failure to achieve a super majority for the bond issue and despite the fact that only the year before, the cafeteria at the High School was filled with residents at a special meeting nearly unanimously condemning Council’s plan to build a $15 million garage at taxpayer expense on Woodland and Deforest Avenues.  Nonetheless, the majority of this Council is still trying to figure out how to sneak in this white elephant while no one is looking.  “Harmony” on this Council is not only misguided,  it is disconcerting.  “Harmony” with the public should be the goal of every elected official.  This Council needs to stop listening to itself and start listening to the public.   That’s what I do.   I have knocked on 3,000 doors since June and by the end of my Mayoral Campaign, I will have knocked on 18,000 doors in the last 6 years, listening about the issues that matter to you because you matter to me.  
