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Initiatives on Property Taxes
by Councilman Mike Vernotico
I have led a number of initiatives to control property tax increases, which are continually made more difficult for us by the problems created in Trenton and Elizabeth.  This year, at my suggestion, Summit approached the 2008 budget in a different manner.  We held a series of budget work shop meetings, open to the public.  Each department head presented their budgets, both operating and capital to Council.  We and the public questioned and critiqued line items.  Departments were sent back for follow up and to analyze alternates.  The Finance Committee estimated that this process reduced expenditures by over $2,000,000 this year.  

If it had not been for significant cuts in State Aid and a requirement by the State to replenish the state pension system which they under funded in prior years as a tax gimmick, municipal property taxes would have increased less than 2% this year.
I was instrumental in establishing the Naming and Sponsorship Committee which began work this year to enhance public/private partnerships to save tax dollars.   Summit Junior Baseball, for example, is contributing to the much needed Wilson Park renovation.
As a member of the Public Works Committee, I, along with my colleague Diane Klaif, have suggested a number of potential automation and shared services for DPW to explore.

I pledge to mitigate increasing property taxes with a continued relentless assault on expenses and creative thinking of a number of fronts. In a year of financial uncertainty, fiscal responsibility is critically more important now than ever before.   

