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Expand  Private/Public Partnerships 

By Councilman Michael Vernotico

The municipal budget process this year was extremely difficult.  No one wants to raise taxes and no one wants to cut services.  Next year won’t be easier.  More and more of our tax dollars go to Elizabeth and Trenton and not only do less come back, but new mandates are forced upon us with no funding.
There is something wrong with a system that sees Union County receiving over

$500 million in Educational Aid and Summit getting only $2.5 million – that’s ½ %.  
We lay off teachers while the State funds swimming pools and hockey rinks for others.
Changes are needed in Elizabeth and Trenton. Many of us will work to that end.

Summit has an amazing network of outstanding volunteers, from sports groups to Speak
Up Summit to the arts community and so on.   I’m proud of my ten year association with
Summit Junior Baseball and all they have done.  The Summit Tennis Association has 
stepped up and pledged $100,000 toward the Memorial Field Courts.  My compliments to
the neighbors and STA for all the courteous, constructive discussions that benefited
our entire community.
Yet, we all need to do more and expand our efforts in private/public partnerships. 

Energetic and visionary leadership is needed to harness the spirit of Summit.  It is an old 
idea whose time is current.  I saw and played my first football game at Memorial Field. 
A few years later Tatlock opened with the scoreboard provided by CIBA.  We need more
“CIBA’s” for future “scoreboards.”
