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Naming Rights Will Increase Revenues 
by Councilman Michael Vernotico
There are two parts to the Property Tax equation.  Property taxes have risen almost 50% in the last 6 years.  This burden is becoming unbearable. I will make every effort to control spending, particularly capital spending.  I have proposed spending cuts over the past two years and will continue to do so.  Concurrently, we need to seek additional revenue sources.  This can be achieved through a variety of means.

One is Public/Private Partnerships.  I have and continue to advocate this.  The Summit Tennis Association pledged $100,000 for the new Tennis Courts at Memorial and Summit Junior Baseball has contribute about $350,000 to our community, including new uniforms for our Varsity.   The Summit Football Alumni Association has for years provided uniforms, helped pay for field improvements and now is raising $100,000 for a new weight room.  I am proud of my long association with both these organizations. 

 I developed a Naming and Sponsorship Committee that has been implemented by Council.  Neighboring Communities, such as Chatham, Millburn and Madison raised all the money privately for their turf field projects.  We need to do a lot more.  I worked on this Policy for a year.  It needs to be done tactfully, appropriately and of course above the letter of the law.  Knowing this community as I do, people will enjoy participating to make this an even better community.  It takes initiative, energy and commitment.  I have never been one who “wants the other guy to do it.”  Together, we can get this done.
