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Don’t Apologize – Abolish County Government

by Councilman Michael Vernotico
I watch in consternation the actions in Trenton and Elizabeth.  The State raised our sales tax to fund property tax relief.  What happened?  The State doled out more than $500 million to Union County for Educational Aid and Summit got only $2.5 million, less than ½%.   We laid off teachers and still had to raise taxes. State spending increased by $2.7 billion this year and unfunded mandates are hoisted on us endlessly paid for by our local property tax dollars.
We have sent over $200 million to Union County in the past ten years. This year we are sending another $25 million to feed the unending appetite in Elizabeth.  What did we get back?  A few traffic lights and rehabbed fields they initially built incorrectly. We gave them $200 million. We got back $5 million.  It gets worse.  We will send the County another $100 million in the next 3 years so employees can make $90,000 a year in overtime (tops in the State) and drive Chevy Suburbans on our tab. 
I have few friends in Trenton and less in Elizabeth, but the friends I do have understand that meaningful tax reform can only be accomplished with the abolition of County Government.  Senator Tom Kean introduced a bill which was killed by the majority in power.   I intend to lead the charge to end County Government.  Other States have.  I am not afraid of offending those who profit at our expense. It takes vision, courage and commitment to lead.  
