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LET’S DEBATE NOT DEBASE
As a long time youth coach, I often use the well worn phase, “there is no “I” in Team.”  But, I have dropped the great Vince Lombardi’s quote, “Winning isn’t everything, it’s the only thing.”  The primary duty of elected officials is to listen to all sides on issues of debate and balance them against the needs of the community.   
More to my dismay, I see acrimony over issues and attempts to create an environment where people are actually afraid to stand up and speak.  These tactics are unacceptable because they have a chilling effect on meaningful debate.  And over what?  How to fix Wilson Park or the size of the fifth unbudgeted turf field?  Property taxes have risen 50% in the last six years.  Sometimes the answer needs to be no, but all ideas deserve thorough discussion free of intimidation.  Not condemning inappropriate tactics is to condone them.
Summit has long been known in the past for outstanding leadership.  We need that now more than ever.  Leadership is about uniting, not dividing; leadership is about consensus building, not creation of coalitions.  Leadership is bringing the community together on issues of controversy and not to contrive to crush the spirit of those with whom you don’t agree.  Leadership is recognizing that every one is entitled to an opinion and encouraging discussion not discouraging discourse. 

Leadership is about promoting Summit’s agenda, not advancing self serving agendas. Leadership is about different interests accepting solutions for the common good.  And then, Summit wins.
