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The Billion Dollar County Boondoggle Must Go
by Councilman Mike Vernotico
This spring I wrote an Op-Ed piece on the financial crisis in NJ.  New Jersey is bankrupt. Trenton and Elizabeth look to Summit as a “Treasury”.  Summit residents send the State $100 million in income tax annually only to have our state aid for property tax relief slashed.  State spending increases by billions and unfunded mandates are hoisted on us  - paid with our property tax dollars.
We sent $200 million to Union County in the past ten years. This year we are sending another $25 million to feed the unending appetite in Elizabeth.   Union County spends over $1 million tax dollars a day!  We will send the County $100 million in the next 3 years so employees can make $90,000 a year in overtime (tops in the State) and drive Chevy Suburbans on our tab.  It gets worse.  We will send them a billion dollars, yes a billion dollars, over the next 18 years.  
Three states have eliminated County Government. This spring I proposed the following resolution which was unanimously approved by Council:  “The City of Summit objects to the principal of increasing jurisdictional powers to the counties beyond that which is permitted under current law.   Moreover, Summit requests that State of New Jersey convene a Constitutional Convention as the earliest possible date to re-organize New Jersey State government and as a part of that convention, seriously consider the elimination of County Government in favor an expanded role of existing regional divisions of the state.”  The madness must end.

