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When it comes to Taxes “Less is More”
By Councilman Michael Vernotico

Government spending is increasing at unacceptable rates.   Government is driving people out of Summit and New Jersey.  State spending increased by billions this year.  NJ lost $686 million last year due to taxpayer losses. Two famous quotes hold the answer, “Less is more,” by the renowned architect, Mies Van de Rohr and JFK’s “Ask not what your country can do for you, but rather what can you do for your country.”  These quotes are often cited but more often ignored.
There are two solutions.  First, stop the increase in spending.  I believe at some point even Trenton will figure out the abolishing County Government holds the most hope.  I continue to encourage Senator Tom Kean to reintroduce his bill to do just that. We sent Union County $25 million this year and will send them $1 billion in the next eighteen years.  Yes $1 billion to Union County unless we stop them.  Locally, we need to begin to say no.  We cannot be all things to all people.  The 50% to 100% increase in property taxes over the past six years cannot continue.  We must not create a community where people locate for our schools and move out when their youngest graduates.
Secondly, we must encourage our residents to become a part of the solution,   Become an active participant in improving Summit by donating time and/or money to the cause you support.  Public/Private Partnerships, grants, fund raising and creative initiatives are the answer.  The taxpayer cannot be the only solution. 
