Ethics Matter…In Parking and Everything Else

One of the more famous quotes is “Less is more.”  This refers to the architectural philosophy of the renowned Mies van der Rohe.  Sadly in this lovely little berg of ours, over the past two years, we have witnessed a philosophy of “More is less,” i.e, more politics with a small “p” and a large “P” and less regard for the public’s right to know.  This was reinforced at the last Council meeting.

NJ is arguable the most corrupt state in the country. “Good” politics often makes for “bad” public policy.  That is precisely why we have “The Sunshine Law.”  Holding public office is a special trust and our governing body should operate not only within the law but above and beyond the intent of the law. This Council does not practice the transparency it preaches. You should know that conducting city business one on one, even by phone or email, is a violation of the Sunshine Law and a clearly violates its basic tenet.  We witnessed this last year when this Council despite being consistently warned by the City Attorney continually attempted to cover up the efforts of Tom Getzendanner to commit fraud.

At the last meeting, with no notice to the public, an important ordinance was introduced which had not been made available beforehand to the public or included on the agenda.  The public has an absolute right to know.  Ordinances and resolutions must be made available and listed on the agenda well in advance of a meeting.  Not only did this not occur, but this was purposefully withheld from me and I am the Chair of the Committee delegated for the responsibility on this issue.  Very sad.  This is the third time in 2 years this has occurred.  The other two times were even more egregious as they were resolutions regarding Getzendanner’s ethical violations that were purposely withheld from me, Councilman Murphy and the Mayor until the very moment they were introduced at the meeting.  Even sadder.

Last Tuesday Council took the first step in charging our residents to park in the now free Deforest Lots.  This Council wants to install gates on these lots at an initial cost to you the taxpayer of $800,000 and then charge you $400,000 a year to pay for it – yes $400,000 a year.  This will wreck havoc on traffic on Deforest Avenue and in my view hurt the downtown, which even in these troubling economic times enjoys a 96.5 % occupancy rate.  Why are they doing this to you?  They will tell you that this needs to be done because some 80 to 100 employees park daily in the free lots and they are incapable of solving the problem.  So, rather than punish the guilty employees, they want to punish you the taxpayer to the tune of $400,000 per year.  Oh and after consistently voting against every capital spending ordinance on parking over the last 7 years, Getzendanner voted for this.  Does the term “let’s make a deal” come to mind?

I am even more skeptical.  Many council members have repeatedly supported the construction of a massive parking garage on Woodland and Deforest to the tune of $15 million taxpayer dollars - a garage that according to their own consultant would cost taxpayers some $900,000 per year. Is this an attempt to show additional revenues to offset the cost of a parking garage?

After some 10 years of public policy on free parking, this Council wants to change that in 10 days and hold a hearing in the middle of the summer when many people are vacationing.  This is bad public policy.  You need to come to the July 12th and deliver a message, “I have had enough - no more politics in my city’s Council Chambers.”

